National Volunteer Month

April recognizes all those who give their time and energy during
National Volunteer Month. In the United States, volunteerism is instilled
at a young age. In many parts of the country, it is the cornerstone of
summer vacation or woven into after school programs. Most

organizations in small towns, rural counties and the largest cities would
not function without volunteers. In some families, the baton of
volunteerism is handed down generation after generation.

Rural fire and ambulance departments remain staffed due to the efforts
of volunteers. The underprivileged receive much needed medical care
thanks to volunteers. Long overdue repairs and upgrades are made to a
senior women’s home thanks to an organization’s annual call for
donations and skilled workers. A woman answers a call on a suicide
hotline because she cared enough to give up a few hours to train and
listen to someone desperate and alone. A team sets up tables at a soup
kitchen every week. Another group delivers meals to men and women
who can no longer cook for themselves. Boys and girls sell ice cream
sandwiches during a fair to raise money for a homeless shelter.




