


North Little Rock Planning Commission 
Minute Summary 

April 9, 2024 
 
Chairman Clifton called the meeting of the North Little Rock Planning Commission to order at 4:00 PM in 
the Council Chambers, City Hall, 300 Main Street, North Little Rock, AR. Roll-call found a quorum to be 
present; a quorum being six (6) members present.  
 
Planning Commission Members Present: 
Norman Clifton, Chair 
Steve White, Vice-Chairman  
Don Chambers 
Vandy Belasco  
Junior Phillips  
Charlie Foster 
Renee Pierce 
Edward Wallace 
 
Members Absent:    
Emanuel Banks 
 
Staff Present: 
Elaine Lee, City Attorney 
Donna James, Assistant Director of Planning 
 
Approval of Minutes: 
Commissioner Chambers made a motion to approve the March 12, 2024, minute summary as submitted. 
Commissioner Phillips provided a second to the motion. By voice vote, the Commission members voted 
unanimously in favor of the motion, (8/0/1).  
 
Planning Commission Hearing Items:  
 
SD2024-18 Indian Hills 3N Add Lot 2A Blk 1000 SPR for a new bank @ 7111 John F Kennedy Blvd 
 
The applicant was present representing the request.  Commissioner Chambers stated the Design Review 
Committee reviewed the application, the applicant was agreeable to the conditions, and the Committee 
recommended approval conditioned upon: 
 
1. Permit requirements/approvals submitted before a building permit will be issued: 

a. A signed and recorded plat must be on file with the Planning Department. 
b. Provide CNLR Stormwater Permit application to City Engineer with half size erosion control plan 

showing silt fence, storm inlet protection, and drainage details. 
c. Provide copy of ARDOT driveway permit if State Highway. 

2. Meet the requirements of the City Engineer, including: 
a. Provide ½ street improvements (sidewalk) or a performance bond.  

3. Meet the requirements of Community Planning, including: 
a. Provide the standard requirements of Zoning and Development Regulations.  
b. Provide dumpster location. Dumpster to have masonry screening on 3 sides along with a solid 

opaque gate opening. 
c. No fence is to be in front of the building. 



Minute Summary 
April 9, 2024 
Page 2 of 14 
 
 

d. All exterior lighting shall be shielded and not encroach onto neighboring properties. 
4. Meet the requirements of the Master Street Plan, including: 

a. Provide 5' sidewalks and ramps with a minimum of 5’ green space between sidewalk and curb to 
ADA standards and City standards.  

b. Provide ½ street improvements.  
5. Meet the requirements of the Screening and Landscaping ordinance, including: 

a. All disturbed areas are to be sodded, fertilized, watered and mulched.  
b. Any new site development must comply with the City’s landscape and buffer ordinance 

requirements. 
c. Street trees are to be chosen from Section 7.5  of the North Little Rock zoning code Trees from 

Table B shall be spaced every thirty (30) feet to achieve the required number of trees; trees from 
Table C shall be spaced every twenty-five (25) feet; or trees from Table D shall be used if beneath 
overhead power lines and spaced every fifteen (15) feet. 

i. A minimum of 5 trees are required adjacent to the JFK right-of-way. If smaller trees are 
desired due to overhead utilities trees are to be spaced an average of every 15 feet requiring 
a minimum of 10 trees. 

d. Trees shall be planted at one (1) tree per six (6) parking spaces. 
i. Trees ten (10) feet from the edge of parking area may serve for the parking lot shading 

requirements, but may not satisfy more than fifty (50) percent of the overall requirement 
for the parking lot or area. 

ii. Parking lot trees are to be chosen from Table B or C, Section 7.5 of the North Little Rock 
zoning code, Table D shall be used if beneath overhead power lines. 

e. A continuous screen of shrubs shall be required for any landscape strip adjacent to any parking 
area. 

i. Only shrubs from the approved planting list will count toward this requirement, unless 
approved by the Planning Commission. Shrubs shall be eighteen (18) inches in height at 
planting and be planted a maximum three (3) feet apart. 

ii. Provide the minimum shrub material height specification on plans. 
f. Wheel stops shall be required when parking areas abut sidewalks, landscaped areas or pedestrian 

areas. No portion of a vehicle shall encroach onto a sidewalk, landscaped area or pedestrian area. 
g. Plant materials appear to be in conflict with the retaining wall on the east and south perimeters of 

the property. Verify allotted planting space is conducive for trees and shrubs. 
h.  Landscape plans to be revised prior to the April 2024 Planning Commission Hearing. 

6. Meet the following requirements concerning signage: 
a. All signs require a permit and separate review.  
b. The site is located within the JFK Sign Overlay District.  See Section 14.113 of the NLR Sign 

Code for details of allowable signage.  
7. Meet the requirements of the Fire Marshal, including: 

a. Provide an approved fire protection plan.  
b. Meet the requirements of the 2021 Arkansas Fire Prevention Code including: 

i. Fire Apparatus access roads shall have an unobstructed width of not less than 20 
feet.  (Volume 1 Section 503.2.1) 



Minute Summary 
April 9, 2024 
Page 3 of 14 
 
 

ii. Fire Apparatus access roads shall extend to within 150 feet of all portions of the 
exterior walls of the first story of the building.  (Volume 1 Section 503.1.1) 

iii. Dead end roads in excess of 150 feet shall be provided with width and turnaround 
provisions in accordance with Table D103.4.   (Volume 1 Appendix D103.4) 

c. Fire Apparatus access roads will support 85,000 lbs.  (NLR Ordinance 9267) 
8. Meet the requirements of CAW. 

a. All Central Arkansas Water requirements in effect at the time of request for water service must be 
met. 

b. The facilities on-site will be private. When meters are planned off private lines, private facilities 
shall be installed to Central Arkansas Water's material and construction specifications and 
installation will be inspected by an engineer, licensed to practice in the State of Arkansas. 
Execution of Customer Owned Line Agreement is required. 

c. Due to the nature of this facility, installation of an approved reduced pressure zone backflow 
preventer assembly (RPZ) is required on the domestic water service. This assembly must be 
installed prior to the first point of use. Central Arkansas Water (CAW) requires that upon 
installation of the RPZA, successful tests of the assembly must be completed by a Certified 
Assembly Tester licensed by the State of Arkansas and approved by CAW. The test results must 
be sent to CAW's Cross Connection Section within ten days of installation and annually 
thereafter. Contact the Cross Connection Section at 377-1226 if you would like to discuss 
backflow prevention requirements for this project. 

d. Fire sprinkler systems which do not contain additives such as antifreeze shall be isolated with a 
double detector check valve assembly. If additives are used, a reduced pressure zone backflow 
preventer shall be required. 

9. Meet the requirements of NLR Wastewater, including: 
a. Please add the existing 8” sanitary sewer main and a 15’ sanitary sewer easement. See 

attached map. 
i. The private sewer service line connection point for the new building will be on the 

existing 8” sanitary sewer main located north of the property. 
ii. NLRW will provide the location of the existing connection point. 

b. Existing Grease Interceptor will have to be abandoned if facility does not have food service. 
c. Please submit a full set of plans to NLRW for review and approval prior to construction. 

10. Meet the requirements of Rock Region Metro.   
11. Meet the requirements of NLR Electric.  
 
Commissioner Belasco provided a second to the motion. By voice vote, the Commission voted 
unanimously for approval (8/0/1).  
 
SD2024-21 Military Heights Renewal Add Lots 3R & 4R Replat @ 700 W 29th St 
 
The applicant was present representing the request.  Commissioner Chambers stated the Design Review 
Committee reviewed the application, the applicant was agreeable to the conditions, and the Committee 
recommended approval conditioned upon: 
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1. Relocate the western lot line (N02°01’47”E 125.55’) 5-feet to the west to allow the existing parking 

lot light pole and fixture to remain on Lot 4R.  
2. Relocate the building line along the northern portion of Lot 3R to the east to coincide with the 7’ CL 

Sewer Easement.   
3. At the time of development of Lot 3R, meet the requirements of the City Engineer. 
4. Planning requirements before the plat will be signed:  

a. Plat will be submitted to NLR Planning Department in CAD compatible DXF and/or DWG 
format, tied to Arkansas State Plane Coordinates. 

5. Meet the requirements of Community Planning, including: 
a. Provide the standard requirements of Zoning and Development Regulations.  

6. Meet the requirements of the Master Street Plan. 
7. At the time of development of Lot 3R, meet the requirements of the Screening and Landscaping 

ordinance. 
8. At the time of development of Lot 3R, meet the requirements of the Fire Marshal. 
9. Meet the requirements of CAW. 

a. There is an existing 8” water main on the south side of Lot 4R.  Provide an easement for those 
water utilities on the plat.   

10. Meet the requirements of NLR Wastewater, including: 
a. For the northern section of the existing sewer line on Lot 3R that is outside of the 40’ 

building line please provide a sanitary sewer easement from the 7‘offset back to 
building line. Please see attached drawing. 

11. Meet the requirements of Rock Region.   
12. Meet the requirements of NLR Electric.  
 
Commissioner Belasco provided a second to the motion. By voice vote, the Commission voted 
unanimously for approval (8/0/1).  
 
SD2024-22 Counts Massie Industrial Park Lot 15 SPR for a new warehouse building @ 8900 
Commerce Cove 
 
The applicant, Mr. Thomas Pownall, was present representing the request.  Commissioner Chambers stated 
the Design Review Committee reviewed the application, the applicant was agreeable to the conditions, and 
the Committee recommended approval conditioned upon: 
 
 
1. Relocate the dumpster to the southwest corner of the site.  
2. Engineering requirements on detention: 

a. Provide on-site storm water detention as well as clear calculations showing that detention volume 
is sufficient, or demonstrate to City Engineer that on-site detention is not required (based on 
proposed development) by providing detention calculations showing pre and post site runoff 
comparisons. 

3. Permit requirements/approvals submitted before a building permit will be issued: 
a. A signed and recorded plat must be on file with the Planning Department. 
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b. Prior to construction, Owner’s Engineer shall submit stormwater design report for review and 
approval by the City Engineer. Stormwater plans and detention calculations are to be approved by 
City Engineer and a written approval provided to Planning Department.  Drainage submittal shall 
include, as a minimum, the following: 

i. Proposed pipe material specifications. 
ii. Proposed trench and bedding details, materials and specifications. 

c. Provide CNLR Grading Permit application to City Engineer with grading plans. 
d. Provide CNLR Stormwater Permit application to City Engineer with half size erosion control plan 

showing silt fence, storm inlet protection, and drainage details. 
e. Provide CNLR driveway/curb cut permit application to City Engineer. 
f. Provide CNLR Floodplain Development Permit application to City Engineer. 
g. Provide copy of Arkansas Department of Environmental Quality (ADEQ) Stormwater Permit to 

City 
      Engineer. 
h. Prior to construction, Owner’s Architect/Engineer shall submit signed construction plans and 

specifications (PDF format) to NLR Planning Department.  
i. Prior to construction, Owner’s Architect/Engineer shall submit digital maps for all stormwater 

drainage features in an ArcGIS or AutoCAD file to the City Engineer. The digital maps shall be 
natively in State Plane coordinate system, Arkansas North Zone, North American Datum 1983, 
units as feet; or the map must have sufficient points for georeferencing. The associated attribute 
data table from the submitted file shall match the fields contained within the “SW Attribute Data 
Entry Template.xlsx” as provided by City Engineering Department. All Control, Linear, and 
Junction map features will be annotated by a unique identifier that will correspond to the same 
unique identifier in the “SW Attribute Data Entry Template.xlsx” or GIS attribute table. Data for 
each attribute column in the “SW Attributed Data Entry Template.xlsx” file shall be chosen from 
the drop-down options of each cell, or chosen as “Other” (if not listed) and described in the 
comments field. At the completion of the project, As-Builts of these shapefiles in ArcGIS or 
AutoCAD format, along with associated attribute data table, shall be submitted to the City 
Engineer.     

4. Meet the requirements of Community Planning, including: 
a. Provide the standard requirements of Zoning and Development Regulations. 
b. Provide dumpster location.  
c. Dumpster to have masonry screening on 3 sides and an opaque gate enclosure. 
d. No fence is to be within the front of the building. 
e. All exterior lighting shall be shielded and not encroach onto neighboring properties. 

5. Meet the requirements of the Master Street Plan, including: 
a. Provide 5' sidewalks and ramps with a minimum of 5’ green space between sidewalk and curb to 

ADA standards and City standards.  
b. Provide ½ street improvements, if required.  

6. Meet the requirements of the Screening and Landscaping ordinance, including: 
a. All disturbed areas are to be sodded, fertilized, watered and mulched.  
b. Any new site development must comply with the City’s minimal landscape and buffer ordinance 

requirements. 



Minute Summary 
April 9, 2024 
Page 6 of 14 
 
 

c. Street trees are to be chosen from Section 7.5  of the North Little Rock zoning code Trees from 
Table B shall be spaced every thirty (30) feet to achieve the required number of trees; trees from 
Table C shall be spaced every twenty-five (25) feet; or trees from Table D shall be used if beneath 
overhead power lines and spaced every fifteen (15) feet. 

i. Trees shall be planted at one (1) tree per six (6) parking spaces. 
ii. Trees ten (10) feet from the edge of parking area may serve for the parking lot shading 

requirements, but may not satisfy more than fifty (50) percent of the overall requirement 
for the parking lot or area. 

iii. Parking lot trees are to be chosen from Table B or C, Section 7.5 of the North Little Rock 
zoning code, Table D shall be used if beneath overhead power lines. 

iv. A minimum of 1 tree is required to be located in a planting island located in the parking 
lot. 

7. Provide a buffer/screening adjacent to the dissimilar land use to the east and south as defined 
by Section 7.2.4: Buffers between Dissimilar Uses.   
a. The development of the I2 zoned property adjacent to the R4 zoned property to the east 

and I2 zoned property (being utilized as residential) to the south requires a full screen as 
defined by Section 7.3.1. Class Full Screens. 

b. Each side and rear yard buffer areas shall be five (5) percent of the lot width and depth. 
Buffer areas shall not be less than six (6) feet or greater than forty (40) feet. 

c. Trees from Section 7.5,  Table B or C shall be spaced every twenty (20) feet; or trees from 
Table D shall be used if beneath overhead power lines and spaced every twenty (20) feet.  

d. A minimum of 11 trees will be required adjacent to the east property line. 
e. A minimum of 12 trees will be required adjacent to the south property line.  
f. An eight (8) foot tall, continuous opaque screen shall be provided. An opaque screen may 

include one (1) of the following: wall, fence, site grading, or plantings. The opaque screen 
must be opaque in all seasons. Fabric screening is not allowable. 

a. A continuous screen of shrubs shall be required for any landscape strip adjacent to any parking 
area. 

i. Only shrubs from the approved planting list will count toward this requirement, unless 
approved by the Planning Commission. Shrubs shall be eighteen (18) inches in height at 
planting and be planted a maximum three (3) feet apart. 

ii. Provide additional shrubs adjacent to the south parking bays. 
b. Ground cover shall be selected from Section 7.5 of the North Little Rock zoning code. Plant 

materials / turf from Table J, or mulch of shredded bark or stone shall be applied in all landscaped 
areas. 

c. Plant material shall be irrigated by an automatic underground irrigation system. 
d. Wheel stops shall be required when parking areas abut sidewalks, landscaped areas or pedestrian 

areas. No portion of a vehicle shall encroach onto a sidewalk, landscaped area or pedestrian area. 
e. Landscape plans to be revised prior to the April 2024 Planning Commission Hearing. 

13. Meet the following requirements concerning signage: 
a. All signs require a permit and separate review.  
b. All signage must comply with the NLR Sign Code.   
c. Provide sign location on site plan.  



Minute Summary 
April 9, 2024 
Page 7 of 14 
 
 
14. Meet the requirements of the Fire Marshal, including: 

a. Provide an approved fire protection plan.  
b. Meet the requirements of the 2021 Arkansas Fire Prevention Code including: 

i. Group S-1 storage facilities with fire areas exceeding 12,000 square feet shall be 
equipped with an automatic fire sprinkler system. (Volume 2 Section 903.2.9) 

ii. Fire Apparatus access roads shall have an unobstructed width of not less than 20 
feet.  (Volume 1 Section 503.2.1) 

iii. Dead end roads in excess of 150 feet shall be provided with width and turnaround 
provisions in accordance with Table D103.4.   (Volume 1 Appendix D103.4) 

c. Fire Apparatus access roads will support 85,000 lbs.  (NLR Ordinance 9267) 
15. Meet the requirements of CAW. 

a. All Central Arkansas Water requirements in effect at the time of request for water service must be 
met. 

b. The facilities on-site will be private. When meters are planned off private lines, private facilities 
shall be installed to Central Arkansas Water's material and construction specifications and 
installation will be inspected by an engineer, licensed to practice in the State of Arkansas. 
Execution of Customer Owned Line Agreement is required. 

c. Due to the nature of this facility, installation of an approved reduced pressure zone backflow 
preventer assembly (RPZ) is required on the domestic water service. This assembly must be 
installed prior to the first point of use. Central Arkansas Water (CAW) requires that upon 
installation of the RPZA, successful tests of the assembly must be completed by a Certified 
Assembly Tester licensed by the State of Arkansas and approved by CAW. The test results must 
be sent to CAW's Cross Connection Section within ten days of installation and annually 
thereafter. Contact the Cross Connection Section at 377-1226 if you would like to discuss 
backflow prevention requirements for this project. 

d. Fire sprinkler systems which do not contain additives such as antifreeze shall be isolated with a 
double detector check valve assembly. If additives are used, a reduced pressure zone backflow 
preventer shall be required. 

16. Meet the requirements of NLR Wastewater, including: 
a. Please submit a full set of plans to NLRW for review and approval prior to construction. 

17. Meet the requirements of Rock Region.   
18. Meet the requirements of NLR Electric.  
 
Commissioner Belasco provided a second to the motion. By voice vote, the Commission voted 
unanimously for approval (8/0/1).  
 
SD2024-10 Mrs. MA Miller Subdivision Lots D & E Replat @ 5001 E Broadway St 
 
The applicant, Mr. Thomas Pownall, was present representing the request.  Commissioner Chambers stated 
the Design Review Committee reviewed the application, the applicant was agreeable to the conditions, and 
the Committee recommended approval conditioned upon: 
 
1. Allow existing encroachments into the side property line of Lot D and the rear property line of Lot E. 
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2. Planning requirements before the plat will be signed:  

a. Plat will be submitted to NLR Planning Department in CAD compatible DXF and/or DWG 
format, tied to Arkansas State Plane Coordinates. 

3. Meet the requirements of Community Planning, including: 
a. Provide the standard requirements of Zoning and Development Regulations.  

4. Meet the requirements of the Master Street Plan. 
5. With any new development meet the requirements of the Fire Marshal. 
6. Meet the requirements of NLR Wastewater, including: 

a. Add Sanitary Sewer Easement for all public mains within the parcel boundaries. See Attached 
Map.  

b. Add Sanitary Sewer Easement along southern portion of main, if not in ARDOT Right-of-
Way.  

c. Add exclusive sanitary sewer easement over ±181 feet of public sewer main on Lot D.  
7. Meet the requirements of Rock Region.   
8. Meet the requirements of NLR Electric.  
 
Commissioner Belasco provided a second to the motion. By voice vote, the Commission voted 
unanimously for approval (8/0/1).  
 
SU2024-03 a Special Use to allow an events center in a C6 zone @ 112 Smarthouse Way 
  
Mr. Thomas Pownall was present representing the request.  Chairman Clifton called the item requesting the 
applicant come forward to address the Commission on the merits of the request.  Mr. Pownall stated the 
request was a Special Use to allow an events center.     
 
Chairman Clifton questioned if there was anyone in the audience wishing to speak for or against the item.  
Chairman Clifton questioned if there were any questions or concerns of the Commissioners.  There being 
none, Chairman Clifton called for a roll call vote -   
 
Banks             Absent Belasco Yes Chambers    No 
 Foster  Yes Phillips Yes Pierce           Yes 
Wallace  Yes White  Yes Clifton          Yes 

 
SU2024-03 was approved with (7) affirmative votes, (1) no votes and (1) absent. 
 
SD2024-09 Wiess Anderson Addition Lots 5 & 7R SPR @ 112 Smarthouse Way 
 
The applicant, Mr. Thomas Pownall, was present representing the request.  Commissioner Chambers stated 
the Design Review Committee reviewed the application, the applicant was agreeable to the conditions, and 
the Committee recommended approval conditioned upon: 
 
1. Engineering requirements on detention: 

a. Stormwater detention plan previously approved by City Engineer. 
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2. Engineering requirements before the plat will be signed: 

a.  Provide½ street improvements (street, drainage, curb and gutter, sidewalk, 
streetlights) or a performance bond if required. 

b. Street improvements must be approved by City Engineer and accepted by City Council. 
3. Permit requirements/approvals submitted before a building permit will be issued: 

a. A signed and recorded plat must be on file with the Planning Department. 
b.  Prior to construction, Owner's Engineer shall submit stormwater design report for 

review and approval by the City Engineer. Stormwater plans and detention 
calculations are to be approved by City Engineer and a written approval provided 
to Planning Department. Drainage submittal shall include, as a minimum, the 
following: 
i. Proposed pipe material specifications. 
ii. Proposed trench and bedding details, materials and specifications. 

c. Provide CNLR Grading Permit application to City Engineer with grading plans. 
d.  Provide CNLR Stormwater Permit application to City Engineer with half size 

erosion control plan showing silt fence, storm inlet protection, and drainage 
details. 

e. Provide CNLR driveway/curb cut permit application to City Engineer or copy of 
ARDOT driveway permit if State Highway. 

f. Provide copy of Arkansas Department of Environmental Quality (ADEQ) 
Stormwater Permit to City Engineer. 

g. Provide copy of Arkansas Department of Health approval for water and sewer 
facilities to NLR Planning Department if an extension of a main is required. 

h. Prior to construction, Owner's Architect/Engineer shall submit signed 
construction plans and specifications (PDF format) to NLR Planning 
Department. 

i. Prior to construction, Owner's Architect/Engineer shall submit digital maps for all 
stormwater drainage features in an ArcGIS or AutoCAD file to the City Engineer. 
The digital maps shall be natively in State Plane coordinate system, Arkansas North 
Zone, North American Datum 1983, units as feet; or the map must have sufficient 
points for georeferencing. The associated attribute data table from the submitted file 
shall match the fields contained within the "SW Attribute Data Entry Template.xlsx" 
as provided by City Engineering Department. All Control, Linear, and Junction map 
features will be annotated by a unique identifier that will correspond to the same 
unique identifier in the "SW Attribute Data Entry Template.xlsx" or GIS attribute 
table. Data for each attribute co]umn in the "SW Attributed Data Entry 
Template.xlsx" file shall be chosen from the drop-down options of each cell, or 
chosen as "Other" (if not listed) and described in the comments field. At the 
completion of the project, As-Builts of these shapefiles in ArcGIS or AutoCAD 
format, along with associated attribute data table, shall be submitted to the City 
Engineer. 

4. Meet the requirements of the City Engineer, including: 
a. Prior to any excavation/street cuts within street ROW, provide CNLR Excavation 
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Permit to City Engineer and Barricade Plan Permit to NLR Traffic Services. 
b. Contractor shall notify City Engineer at least (1) day prior to the construction of all 

stormwater pipes and inlet structures within City ROW. 
c.  At the end of construction, Owner/Developer shall have a Professional Engineer, licensed 

in the State of Arkansas, certify that all street and stormwater improvements in 
conjunction with this subdivision and/or the proposed development have been inspected 
and constructed in accordance with the approved plans and meet all City of North Little 
Rocks Standard Specifications. 

d.  Driveway radii shall be labeled and shall have 25' minimum radii and be built 
according to CNLR standard details (available at NLR Engineering Department). 

e. Driveways shall not be closer than 40' to adjoining streets or 1O' from adjoining property 
lines. 

f. Spacing between proposed commercial/industrial driveways shall not be closer than 40'. 
g. Driveway widths shall be labeled and shall be 10' minimum to 40' maximum. 
h.  Cross drains in the ROW shall be labeled and shall be RCP with flared end sections 

unless otherwise approved by Engineering. 
i. All driveways are to be concrete within the ROW. 

5. Planning requirements before the plat will be signed: 
a. Plat will be submitted to NLR Planning Department in CAD compatible DXF and/or 

DWG format, tied to Arkansas State Plane Coordinates. 
b. Provide street trees or provide a bond. 

6. Meet the requirements of Planning & Permits, including: 
a. Provide the standard requirements of Zoning and Development Regulations. 
b.  Provide dumpster location. Dumpster to have masonry screening on 3 sides with a solid 

opaque gate enclosure. 
c. No fence is to be located in front of the building or around the perimeter of the parking lot. 
d. All exterior lighting shall be shielded and not encroach onto neighboring properties. 

7. Meet the requirements of the Master Street Plan, including: 
a.  Provide 5' sidewalks and ramps with a minimum of 5' green space between the sidewalks 

and curb to ADA standards and City standards. 
8. Meet the requirements of the Screening and Landscaping ordinance, including: 

a. All disturbed areas are to be sodded, fertilized, watered and mulched. 
b. Provide buffer between dissimilar uses or zoning. Do not remove trees from full buffers. 
c.  Any new site development must comply with the City's minimal landscape and 

buffer ordinance requirements. 
d. Street trees are to be chosen from Section 7.5 of the North Little Rock zoning code Trees 

from Table B shall be spaced every thirty (30) feet to achieve the required number of 
trees; trees from Table C shall be spaced every twenty-five (25) feet; or trees from Table 
D shall be used if beneath overhead power lines and spaced every fifteen (15) feet. 
i. A minimum of 6 trees are required adjacent to Lot 7R the Smarthouse Way 

right-of way. 
ii. A minimum of 5 trees are required adjacent to Lot 5 and the Smarthouse Way 

right-of way. 
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e. Trees shall be planted at (1) tree per (6) parking spaces. Trees 10' from the edge of 
parking area may serve for the parking lot shading requirements, but may not satisfy 
more than (50%) percent of the overall requirement for the parking lot or area. 

i. Parking lot trees are to be chosen from Table B or C, Section 7.5 of the North 
Little Rock zoning code, Table D shall be used if beneath overhead power 
lines. 

ii. A minimum of 15 trees are required. Provide a minimum of 8 trees within 
the interior of the parking lot. A continuous screen of shrubs shall be required 
for any landscape strip adjacent to any parking area. 

9. Only shrubs from the approved planting list will count toward this requirement, unless 
approved by the Planning Commission. Shrubs shall be 18" in height at planting and be 
planted a maximum 3' apart. 

10. Note turf, groundcover, or mulch (species or type) on the development plan.  
i. Ground cover shall be selected from Section 7.5 of the North Little Rock zoning code. 

Plant materials / turf from Table J, or mulch of shredded bark or stone shall be applied in 
all landscaped areas.  

ii. Plant material shall be irrigated by an automatic underground irrigation system. 
iii. Wheel stops shall be required when parking areas abut sidewalks, landscaped areas or 

pedestrian areas. No portion of a vehicle shall encroach onto a sidewalk, landscaped area 
or pedestrian area. 

iv. Provide plant material legend graphically indicating the different plant 
materials. Provide plant material list and specifications indicating minimum 
plant material size at installation. 

11. Meet the City of North Little Rock requirements concerning signage: 
a. All signs require a permit and separate review. 
b. Provide the location of any existing or proposed signage on the site plan. Also, note the 

height and area of the proposed sign. 
12. Meet the requirements of the Fire Marshal, including: 

a. Provide an approved fire protection plan. 
b. Meet the requirements of the 2021 Arkansas Fire Prevention Code including: 

i. Provide a fire safety and evacuation plan (Volume 1 Section 403,404) 
ii. Type A-2 occupancies with an occupant load of 100 or more require a 

sprinkler system. (Volume 1 Section 903.2.1.2) 
iii. Type A-2 occupancies exceeding 5000 square feet require a sprinkler system. 

(Volume 1 Section 903.2.1.2) 
iv. There shall be a fire hydrant within 400' of any portion the building if 

unsprinklered, within 600' if sprinklered. (Volume 1 Section 507.5.1) 
v. Fire Apparatus access roads shall have an unobstructed width of not less than 20 feet. 

(Volume 1 Section 503.2.1) 
vi. Fire Apparatus access roads shall extend to within 150 feet of all portions of 

the exterior walls of the first story of the building. (Volume 1 Section 
503.1.1) 

vii. Dead end roads in excess of 150 feet shall be provided with width and 
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turnaround provisions in accordance with Table D103.4. (Volume 1 
Appendix D103.4) 

c. Fire Apparatus access roads will support 85,000 lbs. (NLR Ordinance 9267) 
13. Meet the requirements of CAW. 
14. Meet the requirements of NLR Wastewater, including: 

a. The proposed development must locate and connect to the existing sewer service line within 
the parcel. 

b. Grease interceptor with sampling manhole is required if food will be prepared and sold. 
c. Please submit a full set of plans to NLRW for review and approval prior to construction. 

15. Meet the requirements of NLR Electric. 
16. Meet the requirements of Rock Region Metro. 
 
Commissioner Belasco provided a second to the motion. By voice vote, the Commission voted 
unanimously for approval (8/0/1).  
 
CU2024-05 a Conditional Use to allow a parking lot located on Lot 7R Wiess Anderson Addition  
 
Mr. Thomas Pownall was present representing the request.  Chairman Clifton called the item requesting the 
applicant come forward to address the Commission on the merits of the request.  Mr. Pownall stated the 
request was a Conditional Use to allow a parking lot which would serve the proposed events center located 
to the west.     
 
Chairman Clifton questioned if there was anyone in the audience wishing to speak for or against the item.  
Chairman Clifton questioned if there were any questions or concerns of the Commissioners.  There being 
none, Chairman Clifton called for a roll call vote -   
 
Banks             Absent Belasco Yes Chambers    No 
 Foster  Yes Phillips Yes Pierce           Yes 
Wallace  Yes White  Yes Clifton          Yes 

 
CU2024-05 was approved with (7) affirmative votes, (1) no votes and (1) absent. 
 
CU2024-08 Broadway Street LLC Conditional Use for a Hotel @ 210 E Broadway – By a request of the 
applicant, this items was postponed to the May 14, 2024 hearing.  
 
SD2024-13 Original City of Argenta Lots 4A, 5A, 6A & 6B, Blk 19 Replat & SPR @ 210 E Broadway – 
By a request of the applicant, this items was postponed to the May 14, 2024 hearing.  
 
SU2024-06 a Special Use to allow overnight stay of clients in a C3 zone @ 3601 Richards Road 
 
The applicant was present representing the request.  Chairman Clifton called the item requesting the 
applicant come forward to address the Commission on the merits of the request.  The applicant stated the 
request was to allow the use of an existing facility as long-term care for patients and as a residential rehab 
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facility.     
 
Chairman Clifton questioned if there was anyone in the audience wishing to speak for or against the item.  
Chairman Clifton questioned if there were any questions or concerns of the Commissioners.  There being 
none, Chairman Clifton called for a roll call vote -   
 
Banks             Absent Belasco Yes Chambers    Yes 
 Foster  Yes Phillips Yes Pierce           Yes 
Wallace  Yes White  Yes Clifton          Yes 

 
SU2024-06 was approved with (8) affirmative votes, (0) no votes and (1) absent. 
 
SU2024-04 a Special Use to allow a Type 2 Short-term Rental @ 1323 Franklin St in an R4 zoning 
district  
 
Ms. Kalpana Sharma was present representing the request.  Chairman Clifton called the item requesting the 
applicant come forward to address the Commission on the merits of the request.  Ms. Sharma stated the 
request was to allow the existing home to continue to serve as an AirBnB.     
 
Chairman Clifton questioned if there was anyone in the audience wishing to speak for or against the item.  
Chairman Clifton questioned if there were any questions or concerns of the Commissioners.  There being 
none, Chairman Clifton called for a roll call vote -   
 
Banks             Absent Belasco Yes Chambers    Yes 
 Foster  Yes Phillips Yes Pierce           Yes 
Wallace  Yes White  Yes Clifton          Yes 

 
SU2024-04 was approved with (8) affirmative votes, (0) no votes and (1) absent. 
 
 
SU2024-05 a Special Use to allow a Type 2 Short-term Rental @ 5008 Parker St in an R3 zoning district  
 
Ms. Kalpana Sharma was present representing the request.  Chairman Clifton called the item requesting the 
applicant come forward to address the Commission on the merits of the request.  Ms. Sharma stated the 
request was to allow the existing home to continue to serve as an AirBnB.     
 
Chairman Clifton questioned if there was anyone in the audience wishing to speak for or against the item.  
Chairman Clifton questioned if there were any questions or concerns of the Commissioners.  There being 
none, Chairman Clifton called for a roll call vote -   
 
Banks             Absent Belasco Yes Chambers    Yes 
 Foster  Yes Phillips Yes Pierce           Yes 
Wallace  Yes White  Yes Clifton          Yes 
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SU2024-05 was approved with (8) affirmative votes, (0) no votes and (1) absent. 
 
Public Comments/Adjournment: 
 
Chairman Clifton called for public comment. There being no further business before the Commission, and 
on a motion by Commissioner Chambers and seconded by Commissioner Wallace, and by consent of all 
members present (8/0/1), the meeting was adjourned at 4:25 pm.  The next regularly scheduled Commission 
meeting is to be-held on Tuesday, May 14, 2024, at 4:00 pm in the City Council Chambers of City Hall, 
300 Main Street, NLR, AR.   
 
Respectfully Submitted: 
Donna James, AICP  
Assistant Director of Planning 


























































































