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Tonight’s Presentation

= Welcome and Introductions — Robert Voyles

= Overview of Imagine Central Arkansas — Metroplan

= Overview of Jump Start Initiative — Gateway Planning
= Existing Conditions Review — Gateway Planning

= What could be? — Dan Burden

= Tabling Exercises

= Community Input

= Next Steps

= Additional Questions & Discussion

" Closing
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Goals of Jump Start Initiative

= 5 project plans that address:
— Economic development
— Transportation
— Housing
— Development patterns

— Health and environmental needs

= Plans will develop the region’s experience and knowledge base for
creating more livable communities and will catalyze further
development in the region.

= Plans will help implement regional goals formed during the Imagine
Central Arkansas process.



Consistency with Regional Goals

Six goal areas based on Jump Start Elements and Livability Principles

* Goal area 1: Provide transportation choices and enhance mobility
and access

* Goal area 2: Increase housing choices and development and land
use diversity

* Goal area 3: Enhance economic competitiveness
* Goal area 4: Support existing communities
* Goal area 5: Support environmentally-responsible development

* Goal area 6: Create quality places and healthy communities



Livable Communities




Now that we are here ...
What can we do?




Tips for Creating
Healthy, Prosperous Towns

City of North Little Rock — Levy - Arkansas

Dan Burden, Director of Innovation and Inspiration
Walkable and Livable Communities Institute




People once fled cities
... for their health ...

Today people are
returning to cities ...

... for their health

Portland, Oregon
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Nationwide A Shift is Underway

We are entering a new paradigm Why?

The economy

The cost of driving

The demographics (Youth, Boomers)

The needs of people for access, less on mobility
Aging Boomers

Failing health, amidst plenty

Environmental impacts

Social disconnectedness — we want the fabric again
Single purpose public investment is over

Walkable no longer a fad; but a basic, universal desire










Chris Leinberger is optimistic
above the larger impact of these
population trends on cities. “meeting
the pent-up demand for walkable
urban development will take a
generation. It will be a boon to the
real estate industry and put a
foundation under the American
economy for decades, just as the
construction of low-density suburbs

did during the last half of the 20t
century.

People will be moving back to the
city. The question that remains is:
Will they be moving back to your city,
or to someone else’s?

The answer may well lie in
walkabllity.




Which focus of
investment shown in
the two panels to
the right brings
about the greatest
good for a society?

Places for people, or
places for cars?
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Ten Steps To Walkability

Compact, lively

Many people of all
town center

ages and abilities
i 3 A walking many
Low speed streets, ' L TN hours

distributed volumes _
Celebrated public

space and public
life, parades,
markets, festivals,
awards

Fine grained
streets, many
trails, transit links
Public places with Land use and
inviting features: transportation
Neighborhood benches, partnerships

schools and restrooms, shade,
parkS, within water and art Affordable,

one quarter Inspiring, well

mile or one Convenient’ safe and maintained
elghth mile efficient Crossings streets and

homes.
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Not Walkable Walkable

High Car Dependency Low Car Dependency
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TOWN MAKER’S GUIDE:
Healthy Building Placement

Striip canter relail

Shoebox lighting too
tall for human scale

Blllboord signoge
scoled for possing
owtamaohbiles

Over-heod electrical poles
add to visual dutter

Drive-thru oriented
bullding foils 1o
oddress the strest
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3. Destinations
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LaJolla Boulevard, Birdrock, San Diego, CA




g ¥ 1800 vehicles
per hour
per lane

e ety B ne =L T 800 vehicles per hour
e W\ o= Per lane



This road section can handle 20,000 cars per day, but needs the turning pockets
shown, bike lanes (improves turning, allows cars to pull over to allow emergency
responders to stay in motion. This road also feeds into a freeway. (Sequim, Washington)
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LaJolla Boulevard, Birdrock, San Diego, CA




LaJolla Boulevard, Birdrock, San Diego, CA
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Bridgeport Way, University Place, Washington
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Levy Neighborhood Existing Conditions



Project Area - Regional
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Transportation Choices, Access and Mobility

fo—

High traffic volumes on Camp Robinson
Road for short periods (60-90
minutes/day)

Fast-moving vehicles on Camp Robinson
Road most of the time (22+ hours/day)

Very little amenities for pedestrians,
bicyclists, and transit riders

Crossing Camp Robinson Road is
particularly hostile — a street that divides
the area

Existing street design does NOT support
revitalization goals




Transportation Choices, Access and Mobility

= Possible to design a street that work
better for all modes:

= Clearer cues for drivers on safe travel
speeds?

= Prioritizing different access needs of
different land uses?

= Wider sidewalks & enhanced crosswalks
= Continuous protected bike lane?

= Utilize green infrastructure to mitigate
stormwater runoff



Housing Choices, Development and Land Use Diversity

P L —

/ Zoning Categories R-2
X R-3
oﬁ*@é - C-4 D Study Area

% .-




Economic Competitiveness
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Lots of potential in downtown Levy Study Area

Other opportunities:
* Liner buildings in existing parking lots

* Continue building a strong Merchant’s Association



Valuing Existing Communities

Preservation of and collaboration with the neighborhood, utilizing
buildings with good form



Environmentally-Responsible Development

= Connecting paths and bikeways
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Quality Places and Healthy Communities

Stay compatible with the neighborhood and connect to others



Tabling Exercises

Rules of Engagement Things to accomplish
=Allow everyone a chance "Introductions
to speak

=|dentify your house, place of
"Agree to work together, business or property

not to agree on everything . _ .
=|dentify things you like

=|dentify things you do not like ‘

= Draw or label potential
improvements (Add notes to
*"Nominate a table leader white pad paper to discuss later)
to report back.

*Think critically but be creativ

*Try to be at a table that
you don’t know people



Community Input Voting



1. North Little Rock is most affiliated with which of these:

a. Parks

b. Sports

c. Schools

d. Neighborhoods

e. Mining

36.5% 34.99%,
17.5%
4.8% 6.4%
E

Slide: 4



3. Your age bracket is:

a.Under 18
b.18-24

c. 25-34

d. 35-54

e. 55 and over

51.7%
28.3%

8.3% 10.0%

1.7%
° -e

Sllde. 7



4. Your household is:

. Single with children

. Single without children
. Couple with children

. Couple without children
.Student

M on oo

35.6%
22.00/0 25.40/0

B C D

13.6%

-

3.4%
CuE—_——
E
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5. Do you:

a. Own/rent a residence in NLR

b. Own a business or property in NLR
c. Work in NLR

d. All of the above

e. None of the above (comment card)

62.7%

11.9% 8.5% 10.2% 6.8%
e Lo 1
B C s

D
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6. You live and/or work:

a.In NLR, within walking distance of the Levy Study Area.
b.In NLR, within driving distance of the Levy Study Area.
c. In a city or town near NLR

d.In a city or town elsewhere in Arkansas

e. Duluth, Minnesota or somewhere just as far

61.4%

31.6%

3.5% 3.5% 0.0%

Sllde: 10




7. Which is a primary reason for living in NLR?

. Schoaols

. Close to family or grew up here

. Community character or natural environment
. Easy commute to work

. Housing

M o mn o w

42.1%

24.6%

19.3%
C D E

Slide: 12
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8. North Little Rock is primarily a community for:

. Families with children

. Seniors/empty nesters

. Single professionals and students

. All of the above

. None of the above (comment card)

m on oo

69.0%

15.5%  13.8%

T
A B

C

1.7%
<
E

Slide: 13




9. When considering new development, my highest priority for my neighborhood is:

a.Respect the neighborhood character of NLR, encouraging high quality
architecture and building materials

b. Embrace neighborhood amenities like parks and other public spaces on or nearby

the project area

. Focus on walkability and access to trails and bicycling routes

. All of the above

e.Embrace opportunities other than those above (comment card)

o n

69.6%

14.3% 10.7% 3.6%

e [ P
A B C

1.8%
S
E

Slide: 14




10. When considering new development, my highest community-wide priority is:

. Improving the City's tax base

a

b. Offering more housing types and creating reasonably-priced housing
c. Reducing traffic congestion
d
e

.Encouraging high-guality architecture and building materials
. Other priority than those above (comment card)

32.7% 32.7%

20.0%
12.7% -
A B C D

1.8%
S
E

Slide: 15




11. What is the greatest deterrent to developmentin
the Levy Study Area?

Walkability and safety on streets

.Access and traffic patterns

Traffic speeds

. All of the above

Mone of the above or something else (comment card)

mon oo

59.0%

18.0%

9 8% 9.8%

Sllde: 17
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12. Future improvements to Levy Study Area should
focus primarily on:

a. Accommodating alternative modes of
transportation (Pedestrians, Bikes, etc.)

. Access and traffic patterns

. Traffic Speeds

. Design and form of buildings

. Other priority than those above (comment card)

b
o
d
e

19.3%

33.3%

26.3%

3

7.0%

Slide: 18
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13. True or False: Appropriate redesign and
development of Camp Robinson Road is
essential to have a cohesive neighborhood
in Levy.

a. True
b. False

93.0%

7.0%

Slide: 19



14. My priority for the Levy Study Area is:

a
b

3.5% 6.9%

. Connecting surrounding neighborhoods
. Creating more opportunities for housing choices in

the Levy area

c. Creating an opportunity for a diversity of uses
d.
e.

All of the above
Mone of the above or other than listed above
(comment card)

67.2%

20.7%

1.7%
<

Slide: 20




15. What type of community do you see the Levy
Study Area supporting:

a. Young professionals

b. Aging in-place or empty nesters
c. Families with children

d. All of the above

e. None of the above

82.8%

3.5% 8.6% 5.2% 0.0%
] e DO S——
A B C E

Slide: 21



16. Appropriate uses for the Levy Area should be:

Office or other service commercial
. Retail

Residential

. Hospitality and entertainment

A mix of some or all

maon oo

91.1%

0.0% 1.8% 3.6% 3.6%
----

E
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17. Do you see yourself or someone you know living in
any of these types of housing in the Levy Study Area:

S T

-uni . _ ' ) D. All of the ab
A) Multi-Unit Home B) Townhomes C) 3to 4 Story Stacked ¢ Nunae of?f?e :;gve
Residential )

41.4%

24.1%
17.2%

12.1%

5.2%
=N

A B C D E
Slide: 23




18. I believe that the future of the Levy Study
Area is:

a. Not very important to the future of NLR

b. Somewhat important to the future of NLR

c. Very important to the future of NLR

d.I have no opinion

e. I would like the opportunity to explain further

79.3%

15.5%

0.0%
T




Next Steps

= Please stay tonight for Questions & Discussion
= We will continue to gather additional information
= Finalize existing conditions and needs assessment

= Design Workshop Saturday, March 1 @ 6:00 p.m.

= Additional Comments or Questions:

— Jenifer Holland
Email: Jholland@nlr.ar.gov

Phone: (501) 975-8834

—More information: www.imaginecentralarkansas.org




