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Dear Mayor Smith:

[ am writing to advise you of the status of the Bayou Meto Water Management
District project. This project has been underway for over fifty years and only now
has the State and federal government provided funds to start the first canal that will
provide water to farmlands east of Pulaski County.

Some are unaware that agriculture in the castern half of the State is facing a water
crisis. Farming depends on irrigation and the water source has been the Alluvial
Aquifer. The problem of a declining water table has been a concern since 1927 as it
has steadily dropped by about one foot each year and is nearing the bottom in many
areas.

The State is fortunate to have an alternative water source in its streams and rivers and
the Arkansas River provides the largest surface water source which can serve
farming needs, hopefully reversing the trend and allowing the Alluvial Aquifer to
recharge. Realizing an alternative source to groundwater will be a hard task as the
distribution system is large and complex. When completed, the Bayou Meto Water
Management District will move water from the Arkansas River to almost 500,000
acres of prime farmland. What is needed now is construction of a water distribution
system; canals, ditches, and pipelines. Presently, the project is funded to install a
canal through a portion of North Little Rock from the Marion Berry Pump Station to
the east side of Highway 161, in the Scott area. We hope to have construction
underway in October of this year. We believe Phase 3 will be awarded next year that
will extend the canal to Indian Bayou and we can start distributing waler.

The Arkansas River diversion is through a portion of North Little Rock and the City
has been very supportive of this great project. Over a decade ago, the City Council
added the pump station and canal system to our Land Use Plan. The Marion Berry

Pump Station was annexed. When water distribution canals were.installed the
cxe
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City will be providing electricity those large pumps. As such, North Little Rock will likely
continue to play a major role in this project and I will be doing what I can to help support this
effort.

[ am available should you or others in the City need any further information regarding this major
public works effort and [ want to thank you for your continued support of the State’s agricultural
economy.

Sincerely,
Fa
_.;' f
" / /

Robert Voyles ’ e
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